              Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #13
       *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Randy Pomeroy, (Brother of Carol/Gary Miller’s Son-in-law); Sharon & Gary Fetterhoff & Family; Sue Maichle & Family; Donna Motter; Arletta Thomas; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Lori Graeff; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman, (Hosp); Jerry Valentine
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                MARCH 27, 2022
      Fourth Sunday In Lent
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys has a new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
March 27, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday In Lent
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Announcements                                         Dave Novinger
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                  Dave Novinger                  
L:   Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
P:  For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found and welcomed home.
L:  Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
P:  We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
L:  Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
P:  AMEN.
 
Invocation                                                  Dave Novinger
How incredible is your love, O God! We have been made new in your love and reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy. Be with us this day as we hear your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we may serve you more fully all of our days. AMEN.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.: Joshua 5:9-12                            (See Insert)   Ed Dobbin
Psalm: Psalm 32 (Responsively)             (See Insert)   Pastor
N. Test.: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21             (See Insert)   Norine Goss
Hymn -            “To God Be the Glory”                Page 66
* Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32               (See Insert)  Pastor                     
Sermon:                  “The Reckless Love of God”   
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -                    “Jesus, I Come”                     Page 336
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today March 27th the Fourth Sunday in Lent! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Sharon and Gary Fetterhoff and Family & Friends of Charlie Enders as Sharon’s dad Charlie went to be with the Lord Mar. 17. We pray God surrounds them with His loving presence, comfort and peace. 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR A FAREWELL/THANK YOU GATHERING: Please join us for a covered dish meal on Sunday March 27 for a farewell and thank you to Pastor Dave and Laurel before they move to Connecticut. Seth plans to stay near our area and is looking for a place to rent.  If anyone knows of rental places close to Halifax please talk to Seth. 
                                     CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Mar. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Fourth Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Farewell/Thank you Covered dish meal for the Guertins following Worship Service

Apr.   3 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Fifth Sunday of Lent
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Holy Communion Pastor Dave’s last Sunday with us

Apr. 10 - 9:00AM - Sunday School - Palm Sunday
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Deke Rider (Camp Director at Camp Hebron) will be guest speaker

Apr. 17 - Easter Sunday - 6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service at Camp Hebron at Breezewood outdoor chapel, Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
                 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Pastor Kristine Heckard is guest pastor
LAY READERS: Mar. 27 - Ed Dobbin, Norine Goss; Apr. 3 - Ed Berra, Bob Endy; Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday) - Doris Hand, Ken Bechtel; Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Scott Miller, Theresa Miller
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Mar. 27 - Ed Dobbin; Apr. 3 - Marie Herb; Apr. 10 (Palm Sunday) - To be announced; Apr. 17 (Easter Sunday) - Ed & Peggy Berra
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
SUNDAY APRIL 3rd will be the last Sunday that Pastor Dave will do worship service with us. We will have Holy Communion.

SUNDAY MAY 8th:  Howard Burgoyne, East Coast Conference Superintendent of ECC, will be the special speaker during worship service.
1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Joshua 5:9-12 (NLT)
9 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the shame of your slavery in Egypt.” So that place has been called Gilgal to this day. 10 While the Israelites were camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, they celebrated Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month. 11 The very next day they began to eat unleavened bread and roasted grain harvested from the land. 12 No manna appeared on the day they first ate from the crops of the land, and it was never seen again. So from that time on the Israelites ate from the crops of Canaan.
2nd Reading - Psalm 32:1-11 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven,
    whose sin is put out of sight!
2 Yes, what joy for those whose record 
the Lord has cleared of guilt,
    whose lives are lived in complete honesty!
3 When I refused to confess my sin, my body wasted away,
    and I groaned all day long.
4 Day and night your hand of discipline was heavy on me.
    My strength evaporated like water in the summer heat. 
5 Finally, I confessed all my sins to you
 and stopped trying to hide my guilt.
I said to myself, “I will confess my rebellion to the Lord.”
    And you forgave me! All my guilt is gone. 
6 Therefore, let all the godly pray to you while there is still time,
    that they may not drown in the floodwaters of judgment.
7 For you are my hiding place; you protect me from trouble.
    You surround me with songs of victory. 
8 The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway 

for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.
9 Do not be like a senseless horse or mule
    that needs a bit and bridle to keep it under control.”
10 Many sorrows come to the wicked,
    but unfailing love surrounds those who trust the Lord.
11 So rejoice in the Lord and be glad, all you who obey him!
    Shout for joy, all you whose hearts are pure!
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NLT)
16 So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! 17 This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ.
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 (NLT)
15 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3 So Jesus told them this story:  11 “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no 
*4th Reading - Gospel - Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 (NLT)  (Continued)
longer worthy of being called your son.’ 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet.      

23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the fields working. When he returned home, he heard music and dancing in the house, 26 and he asked one of the servants what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother is back,’ he was told, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf. We are celebrating because of his safe return.’ 28 “The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged him, 29 but he replied, ‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. 30 Yet when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money on prostitutes, you celebrate by killing the fattened calf!’ 31 “His father said to him, ‘Look, dear son, you have always stayed by me, and everything I have is yours. 32 We had to celebrate this happy day. For your brother was dead and has come back to life! He was lost, but now he is found!’”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PALM SUNDAY SERVICE APRIL 10th will be In-person and online. Deke Rider (Camp Hebron Director) will be the speaker.
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE: Good Friday Service April 15 at 12:00Noon will be held at Valleys In-person and online. Good Friday Speaker is Pastor Gail Boyer (Faith U. Methodist Ch). 
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE SUNDAY APRIL 17th will be held at Camp Hebron at 6:30AM at Breezewood (at outdoor chapel, park near Breezewood dining hall for service). Pastor Brendon Hock is the speaker. Halifax United Methodist will serve breakfast at Breezewood Inn dining hall after the service. 
EASTER SERVICE SUNDAY APRIL 17th AT VALLEYS will be held at 10:15AM - In-person and online.  Holy Communion  will be served in the pews (please have bread and  grape  juice ready if you are viewing online). Pastor Kristine Heckard will be guest pastor.
Hymn: “Jesus, I Come” (Page 336 Red Hymnal)
  JESUS, I COME Public Domain
 William True Sleeper | George Coles Stebbins 
CCLI Song # 78873 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1   Out of my bondage sorrow and night
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy freedom gladness and light
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of my sickness into Thy health
Out of my want and into Thy wealth
Out of my sin and into thyself
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 2   Out of my shameful failure and loss
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm
Out of life's storms and into Thy calm
Out of distress to jubilant psalm
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 3   Out of unrest and arrogant pride
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into Thy blessed will to abide
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love
Out of despair into raptures above
Upward for aye on wings like a dove
Jesus I come to Thee
Verse 4   Out of the fear and dread of the tomb
Jesus I come Jesus I come
Into the joy and light of Thy home
Jesus I come to Thee
Out of the depths of ruin untold
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold
Ever Thy glorious face to behold
Jesus I come to Thee
Link for Hymn “Jesus, I Come”: Page 336 https://www.youtube.com=FDXIX17D87s 

Hymn: “To God Be the Glory” (Page 66 Red hymnal)
  TO GOD BE THE GLORY Public Domain
Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane

CCLI Song # 23426 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  To God be the glory great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life gate that all may go in     Chorus
Chorus

Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He hath done
Verse 2  O perfect redemption the purchase of blood
To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives      Chorus
Verse 3  Great things He hath taught us
Great things He hath done
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see   Chorus
Link for hymn: “To God Be the Glory”  Page 66
https://youtu.be/XdTfonBbNK8?t=2 

Attendance: 
In-person worship for Mar. 20 was 37. 
Face book views for Mar. 20 as of Mar. 23 was 41.

Face book views for Mar. 13 as of Mar. 23 was 83.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!: A Concert and Celebration of Life Service for June Wiest will be held on Sunday May 1 at 3:00PM at Valleys E.C.C. More details will be in upcoming bulletins and April/May newsletter.            
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
VALLEYS ONLINE CHURCH SURVEY:  Thank you to everyone who took time to do the PH Survey! The results are available.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  
GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

History of Hymn “To God Be the Glory”
   "To God Be the Glory" is a hymn with lyrics by Fanny Crosby and music by William Howard Doane, first printed in 1875.  It appears to have been created around 1872 but was published in 1875 in Robert Lowry and Doane's hymn compilation, "Brightest and Best."

    In 1954, the song leader for Billy Graham was given a copy with the suggestion that "To God be the Glory" be included in the songbook for the London Crusade. It was so well-loved that he included it again later that year in the Crusade in Nashville, Tennessee. The audience responded enthusiastically and from that time on, he used it frequently. With this exposure, the hymn quickly became well-known to Christians worldwide and is printed in most modern hymnals. 
    In this hymn, the primary focus of God’s actions is on the redemption of humanity through Jesus Christ. The second line of the first stanza, “So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,” echoes John 3:16. "To God Be the Glory" celebrates the greatness of God and calls upon an appreciation for the wondrous things "He hath done." It is a glorious hymn to be sung rejoicefully in the spirit of gratitude.  
History of “Jesus, I Come” (Pg. 336)

    A song which expresses the desire of sinners to come to the Son that they might be free is “Jesus I Come”. The text was written by William True Sleeper, who did mission work at Worcester, MA, and a home missionary in Maine, where he established three churches. In 1876 he returned to Worcester where he became minister at the Summer St. Congregational Church, a mission he served at years earlier, and remained for more than thirty years.  In 1877, Sleeper began writing hymns with composer George Coles Stebbins (1846-1945). That year, Stebbins was in Worcester assisting George F. Pentecost in an evangelistic crusade. Pentecost preached one night on John. 3:3 about the need to be born again. With the strong impression of this sermon on his mind, Stebbins contacted Sleeper to ask his assistance in providing verses for a hymn on the subject. The result was likely Sleeper’s most famous gospel song, “Ye Must Be Born Again.” In 1883, Sleeper published a collection of his own poems and hymns, The Rejected King, and Hymns of Jesus, author of some 23 hymn texts. Probably in 1886, Sleeper penned the words for a hymn beginning “Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night,” and sent them to Stebbins, who produced the tune.                  
    The song first appeared in 1887 in Gospel Hymns No. 5, which Stebbins co-edited with Ira David Sankey (1840-1908). Sleeper died at Wellesley, MA, on Sept. 24, 1904. His three children distinguished themselves in various fields of service: William W. Sleeper, a Congregational minister at Wellesley, MA, for many years; Henry Dyke Sleeper, a professor of music at Smith College; Mary Sleeper Ruggles, a well-known contralto soloist in Boston, MA; Sleeper’s granddaughter, Helen Joy Sleeper, daughter of William, music librarian at Wellesley College and a widely respected research scholar.        

    This hymn is often used as an invitation song to encourage people to make the decision to come to Christ. This is a hymn of surrender and commitment, voicing the heartache of the sinner coming to Christ for salvation and spiritual restoration.  More than a dozen lines present the trials and troubles of a needy soul, seeking the Lord and His grace for the answer.  Look at the words that describe the sinner’s condition: bondage, sorrow, night, sickness, want and sin. The reference to sickness and want are used to soul- sickness of sin, and the spiritual poverty of one without God. The contrasting condition of one who has put his faith in Christ is portrayed with the words: freedom, gladness, light, health (spiritually), and the wonderful assurance of being in Christ. This phrase, “in Christ,” or “in Him,” is used over and over by the Apostle Paul to indicate the Christian’s eternal standing or position. God sees us in His Son, and therefore having participated in His death and resurrection (Rom 8:1; 2 Corinth 5:17; Ephes 1:3, 6, 7; Coloss 2:10, etc). Have you committed your life to Jesus? If you haven’t, do it today. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #13
  
  March 27, 2022                  “The Reckless Love of God”

   
      
                       4th Sunday in Lent
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: Come, let us celebrate the forgiving, reconciling love of God.
P: For once we were lost and felt so far away; now we have been found and welcomed home.
L: Know that God’s love is lavished upon you forever.
P: We rejoice at the news of forgiveness and hope!
L: Come, let us celebrate and praise the God of Love.
P: AMEN!
Invocation:

How incredible is your love, O God! We have been made new in your love and reconciled to you and to each other in peace and joy. Be with us this day as we hear your words of comfort and hope. Guide our lives that we may serve you more fully all of our days. AMEN.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Joshua 5:9-12
Responsive: Psalm 32
New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
*Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Meditation:

“The Reckless Love of God”

Charles Dickens was one of Britain’s most prolific novelists. His works include “The Pickwick Papers”, “Oliver Twist”, “Nicholas Nickleby”, “A Christmas Carol”, “David Copperfield”, “Bleak House”, “Little Dorrit”, A Tale of Two Cities”, and “Great Expectations.” Someone once asked him his opinion on what was the greatest story he had ever read. Without missing a beat he responded, “The Prodigal Son.” 


Dickens recognized that there is something deeply compelling in this story. It taps into our deep desire to be loved and accepted, warts and all. I believe we can identify with all the characters at one time in our lives or another. Perhaps we crave the young son’s desire for freedom and independence. Maybe we resonate with the older son’s sense of injustice after so many years of hard work that seemed like it was taken for granted. Maybe we identify with the father who deeply loves both his sons and longs for them both to know how much that is true. 


One aspect of this parable that we might overlook in our modern, western way of seeing our world is that Luke’s telling of this parable is set in what was, and in many ways still is, a shame and honor based culture. What one person would do would not only bring shame or honor on themself, but also on the rest of their family. Rather than simply retell the story, I’d like to focus on each of the three main characters in turn. 


First, the younger son. He seems eager to be on his own. In fact when we look on his behaviors from the perspective of a shame based culture, he is beyond selfish. In a complete disregard for Jewish customs and his father’s good name he demands his share of the inheritance he would get at his father’s death. Theologian N.T. Wright says that this younger son was essentially saying, “I can’t wait for you to die.” He was more interested in what he could get from his father’s wealth than having any sort of relationship with him. 


When he gets his money, he quickly embarks on a lifestyle of debauchery and hedonism. He gathered ‘friends’ to party with him. He engaged with all sorts of similarly minded friends who hung out with him so long as the cash was flowing. It wasn’t long before both his money and his friends were long gone.


If that weren’t bad enough, a famine hit the land. He was experiencing his own personal drought at the same time a real famine hit. Desperate for any form of income, he took a job feeding pigs. He had sunk so low that he was willing to become even more unclean (if that were even possible) than he already was. We assume he was raised in a Jewish home which meant that having anything to do with eating and drinking with sinners made one ‘unclean’ in the eyes of the law: shame. It went further when he was willing to interact with pigs, an unclean animal, in Jewish law. It got so bad that he thought that what he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. 


Having hit rock bottom, he came to his senses. In his shame and humiliation he realizes that his father’s servants have life better than he does. He then makes his plan to go back to his father, beg for a job as a servant recognizing he has no business being treated as his son after the shame he brought on him. So he heads home.


Have you ever given thought to what the word ‘prodigal’ means? Quite literally it means to spend extravagantly; to lavish without counting the cost; to spend freely, recklessly, unsparingly, liberally, etc. We often apply the word ‘prodigal’ to the younger son, but based on this definition we could also call the father ‘prodigal’ but for very different reasons. 


The father, the other prodigal, breaks with Jewish customs and traditions too. He divides his property at the younger son’s request, and probably to the shock of the older son. The father’s generosity is public and humiliating. He gives in to the young son’s request. 


Another aspect of the father’s reckless love is that he runs to meet his wayward son when he sees him coming. He doesn’t passively wait for his son to come to the house and grovel at his feet. The father shames himself by running to meet him. Running was something people simply didn’t do except in life and death situations. The father was willing to cross the threshold to go out and welcome beloved son home. He does this all out of an extravagant love rather than a concern for shame or honor. He was full of compassion that is comparable to what a mother feels for her unborn child. It is deep and at times, gut-wrenching. 


Full of this powerful love, the father doesn’t even wait for his son to apologize. He calls on his servants to bring out the best robes and clothe him with them instead of the mud stained, pig scented clothes he was wearing. Rather than only welcoming him home as one of his servants, his father gives him a signet ring; a ring that gave the son authority over his belongings. Lastly he has him shod with sandals befitting a member of his family, rather than the stinking worn out sandals of a pig farmer. The father’s love is so reckless that he doesn’t care that his actions are bringing shame on himself and his older son. For the father, not to show this kind of love would have been the truly shameful action. 


The older brother is ashamed first by his younger brother’s outrageous request and behavior, and then his father’s indiscriminate generosity. He’s bitter, feeling like he hasn’t gotten his fair share after all the dedication and work he believes he’s given his father. Then he publicly shames his father by calling him out and arguing with him in public about the treatment of his brother. And so he ends up refusing to enter into the house to celebrate with his family. He had the opportunity to experience his father’s love and generosity too, but instead chooses to wallow in his own anger. 


Where are you in this story today? Are you like the younger son recognizing how desperately you long for God’s love and acceptance? Are you willing to humble yourself to turn towards his love? Are you feeling like the older brother wondering how God could possibly love and forgive those who willfully turned their backs on God? Are you feeling somehow left out of the celebration? Do you identify with the father longing to show your deep compassion on those who have become lost and distant? Regardless of with whom you identify, may you experience God’s overwhelming, reckless love for you. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Lord, it is interesting that it is easy for us to identify with today’s scripture about the “Prodigal Son”. Some of us are easily reminded of our own selfishness and stubbornness when we willfully sought our own way. Sometimes we are reminded about how angry we were when others were not held accountable for their actions, when we have been so careful not to displease anyone. Still others can identify with the father who, feeling the loss of his son, welcomes him home again, reminding the brother that he has always been in the love and care of the Father. We hear this story and it’s a pleasant memory. But do we really understand what it is about? Do we know that we have also been stubborn and selfish, angry and unforgiving, sorrowful and caught between two conflicting factions? We are no different from these characters, in our own unique way. Yet, in God’s infinite love, we also are forgiven and healed. We are called to turn our lives back to God’s care, which is always extended to us. Forgive us and heal us, gracious God. Open our hearts and our spirits to truly receive the blessings of your healing love.

 [Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

We hear the words of scriptures about the Hebrew people who had wandered long in the wilderness. They were fed on the manna which you provided for them; at last they were able to provide for themselves. Help us to realize that you have given us all that we need to be those who would bring peace and hope to others. Let us place our trust in you so that our sharing is a reflection of your forgiving and reconciling love. In Jesus Christ, we offer this prayer.

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

Forgiven and Beloved Ones of God, go now in peace, sharing with others the Good News of God’s love. Help those in need. Give and receive from each other the love of the Father, the joy found in Jesus Christ, and the peace of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
